Connecting with EPN Residents

An Eastside resident who helped conduct the sum-
mer neighborhood survey proudly wears his Survey
Crew shirt. The survey is part of a broader effort to
ensure residents and community members are
included in Eastside Promise and Choice Neighbor-
hood’s work to build a stronger neighborhood.

EPN Partnering with City of San
Antonio to Get Out and Play

Eastside Promise Neighborhood is proud to be a
partner with the City of San Antonio’s Get Out and
Play initiative. On Saturday, August 17th, our Sum-

mer Learning Festival at Pershing Park will be part
of a city-wide effort to help children and families
rediscover the outdoors.
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Back to School for EPN Children & Families

Summer is winding down and families are
preparing for the new academic year. As we
take a look back at the summer, Eastside
Promise Neighborhood is proud of the com-
munity’s efforts to give students a running
start for the year ahead. Through our Out of
School Time programs EPN served nearly 800
students over the summer, ensuring children
were learning while playing in safe environ-
ment and making the most of the long hot
days. Each of the programs offered some-
thing unique and engaging—but most im-
portantly, they helped reduce the kinds of
learning loss that can set children back during
a new academic year.

We started the summer off right by partner-
ing with Bowden Elementary to host a 5K
Family Fun Run & Walk. Entering our second
year of working with the San Antonio Police
Department, EPN added a young women’s
division to our highly successful Midnight
Basketball league.

Youth
placed 49 middle and high school students

Our Summer Internship Program

with different local businesses. The partner-
ship with the George Gervin Youth Center
gave students

experience in workplace
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STAY-GROW - GRADUATE - STAY

settings and a set of expectations beyond
high school.

EPN is also preparing for the new school
year. The six Trinity University Principal
Fellows will serve at EPN schools, learning
valuable skills to become tomorrow’s edu-
cational leaders. We worked with City Year
to add Corps members at Pershing elemen-
tary. City Year is now working in four of the
six EPN schools, helping students to im-
prove school performance. Finally, EPN is
getting ready to announce the Out of
School Time programs that will provide
after school support to EPN students.

Have a great school year, everyone!
Yours in Service,

The Eastside Promise Neighborhood Team
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SPECI AL OST -RERPRY: CEEAER SU scave“ger“u"t

This summer EPN created a new partnership
with an Eastside agency whose community
roots stretch back more than 120 years. The
Healy-Murphy Center provides compassion-
ate service to youth-in-crisis with individual-
ized education in a non-traditional setting,
early childhood development and essential
support services. Their Eastside Explorers
camp offered children in grades K-2 hands-
on science, technology, engineering, art and
math activities. The Explorers took field trips
to the local fire department and the Zoo.

“Many of the Explorers benefitted from that
extra help during the summer to stay at
grade level with their peers,” says Doug
Watson, Healy-Murphy’s Executive Director.

Here are three questions from the
Eastside Explorers’ Scavenger Hunt!
DoY O khow the answers?

AWhat three banks
Eastside Promise

BWhat Academy star
AAO in our Promis

CWhere can you fin
American fl ag?

“We did a lot of STEAM-focused learning pro-
jects and offered wellness checks in a part-
nership with UT-Health Science Center.” In
addition to all the school-based learning,
Eastside Explorers added something unique -
an Eastside scavenger hunt that got the

whole family involved on the weekends. (Find the answers

Kinder Prep Academy Prepares Students to Enter School Ready to Learn

Summer is usually a quiet time for SAISD schools, but this July the Kindergarten class-
rooms at Bowden, Pershing, and Washington elementary buzzed with excitement.
School started a few weeks early for the 54 children who participated in and graduated
from the Eastside Promise Neighborhood’s Kinder Prep Academy.

One youngster entered the program not understanding the difference between reading
and writing, recalled Christine Martinez, who teaches Kindergarten at Bowden elemen-
tary. With encouragement the child began scribbling, which is the first form of writing,
and has quickly shown progress. “He’s getting down to tracing and now that we’re
learning letters he’s writing them on his own.

Teachers helped children get used to a daily schedule and classroom routines. They learned where

”

to get picked up safely after school, how to form a lunch line, and where the bathrooms are —

things that older students take for granted but which are scary for young children in a new school.

Teachers also worked with students on language, math, and literacy.

Children from all three schools took field trips to the San Antonio Museum of Art, the San
Antonio Children’s Museum and to see a Silver Stars basketball game. Kinder Prep Acade-
my is part of the Eastside Promise Neighborhood’s partnership with San Antonio Independ-
ent School District to ensure children enter Kindergarten ready to learn.

Pershing Elementary Principal Kathleen St. Clair appreciated the concept of involving par-
ents. “I really like the fact that the program gave the parents an at-home activity packet to
work with at home that can be reused. The activity packet helps extend learning time at
home with the parent. It helps parents get involved and be engaged with the learning.” For
parent Destiny Ruiz, Kinder Prep Academy’s impact with her son was noticeable. “He came
home every day talking about something different — ‘I did this today or this is what |
learned today’. He learned how to write his name, he recognizes his letters. It was just nice,
the treatment they got. They interacted with the kids great. ”
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It’s the EPN Kids’ Corner!

Find your way out of the maze to grab some delicious fruit!

DID YOU KNOW?

MAKING A DELICIOUS FRUIT

Back to School Fun Word Hunt

SMOOTHIE VAPLEARNI NGOAG R | Student Bowden
IS EASY! QHOME WORIKI B OO K E | School Washington
CLASSMATTETPENSK A C | Teacher Wheatley
You Will Need Z MSWCMWHEATTL EY E | Classmate Sam Houston
v XATMSCWS AUGUS T S | Pencil Tynan
’ . XTUSAOHTAGRADE S | Pencil Desk
S . | 4 cups of strawberries
| THDCMMHUDES K S E R | Paper Computer
f 1 medium banana EPYI HPEDUCATI ON|Book Learning
| AJ PEOUUTETPENCI L O] Science Bus
pY.. ‘ 6 ounces vanilla yogurt .
3 | CGLNUT GNPAPETR RMS Math Education
: 1 cup ice cubes HGACSE EYTYNANTNTC Reading Grades
42 ELYETRGREADI NG H | Recess August
i s A blender RUTBOWDENEKTDEBUS O] Play Uniform
LEOSNNUNI F ORMG O | Study Glue
9| First, blend the fruit.
X WA S HI NGTONTER Z L | Homework

9 Next, add the ice (a few at a time)
9 Last, chill and enjoy!
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Eastside Home Part of Astronomy’s History

Right on the boundary of the Eastside Promise Neighborhood, there is an unsus-
pecting treasure to be found. At the corner of E. Grayson and N. Palmetto lies a house
that seems to have fallen to a fire years ago. The house, which appears to be uninhab-
ited, quietly sits across the street of Fort Sam Houston. Per the imprint above the side
window, the construction of this once beautiful house was most likely completed in
1885, although there are some discrepancies. Yet, on the N. Palmetto side of the
house, you will find a place where astronomical history was made nearly 130 years
ago.

A historical marker commemorating the Belgian Transit of Venus Observation Site can
be found next to the house. On December 6, 1882, Jean-Charles Houzeau chose this
location in San Antonio to be used as one of two sites to view the transit—crossing of
the sun—of Venus. The other site was in Chile. Around every 120 years, there is a pair
of transits that fall within eight years of each other. 1639 was the year of the first rec-
orded viewing, with the next pair between 1761 and 1769. Houzeau, an abolitionist
and director of the Royal Observatory in Belgium, determined the locations for the
1882 viewings. San Antonio was chosen for many reasons, including good weather and

logistics for the project. 124 photographic plates—images—of Venus were taken by a
U.S. Naval Observatoryteam.—{ 1 2 NB O2y G NR O dzi SR o6& [/ 2dzNIiy

EPN is Seeking Writers!

1 Looking for a way to channel your
creativity?
1 Interested in becoming a community

journalist?

1 EPN is looking for contributors to
produce articles or photographs for

Keeping the Promise!

For more | nf o

TOWR“EFOR contact Mar cos

Keeping the Promise (21071392
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Hoeeray ffor Summers:

From the Bowden Elementary Family 5K Run/Walk to Kinder Camp and
the Out of School Time Summer programs, the Eastside was the place
to be this summer for children and families! Nearly 800 Eastside youth
were served through EPN’s Out of School Time summer programs.
Here’s a few pictures capturing the excitement from Eastside Promise
Neighborhood’s new photo journal. You can view the rest of the jour-
nal online by visiting the Eastside Promise Neighborhood website at
www.eastsidepromise.org.
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The Promise

News & Updates from

Eastside Promise Neighborhood

601 Lamar St., Building 6

What happens when an entire
neighborhood comes together to
keep a promise to its youth?
We're answering that question
through the Eastside Promise
Neighborhood,
children and families to build a
It takes
non-profits,

working  with

stronger community.
schools, parents,
businesses, faith-based institu-
tions, and city government work-

ing together to make it happen!

Learn more about the work at

Like us on Facebook!

2013 EPN Midnight Basketball League

A Midnight Basketball Title Repeat

For the 2nd year in a row the Davis-Scott YMCA's young men'’s
team claimed the EPN Midnight Basketball trophy. This program
runs through a highly successful partnership between EPN and the
San Antonio Police Department’s Police Athletic League.

Recognizing Class and Character

EPN presented the Mike Mitchell Award
to two players demonstrating character
and kindness during the competition.
William Franklin and Sulema Mendoza
were awarded the honor. Floyd "Bo” Wol-
ford was recognized as the 2013 Coach of
the Year. EPN gave special recognition to
Jesus Torres, whose support for Midnight
Basketball contributed to its success.

The Look of a New Champion

This year the Midnight Basketball league added a young women'’s

division. Four teams competed for the chance to lift the trophy.

The Claude and ZerNona Black Developmental Leadership Foun-

dation’s team came out on top this year. EPN will expand next
~ yeartoinclude more teams in the division .

answers To T+ Stavenger Hunt

A.Bank of America, Select Federal Credit Union, and Wells Fargo
B.Antioch Christian Academy

C.The Dixie Flag Company


http://www.eastsidepromise.org

